253.   APPEAL FOR ALL-INDIA DESHBANDHU
MEMORIAL

148,   RUSSA ROAD,

CALCUTTA,

July 22, 1925

I hope that the All-India Deshbandhu Memorial appeal will
not in any way disturb the all-Bengal Deshbandhu collection. The
all-India collection will last a considerable period, seeing that Bengal
will have paid a heavy sum for the All-Bengal Memorial. The collec-
tion in Bengal for the All-India Memorial need not be made for
three months or a longer period if necessary. The attention of
Bengal should not be diverted from the all-Bengal collection. It
must be a point of honour with every Bengali and everyone domiciled
in Bengal to make the Bengal collection a full success. Over five
lakhs have now been already paid. Though the balance, I take
it, is assured, it is likely to take longer than the first five lakhs
unless the workers will concentrate their effort on quickness in
collection,                               r

Sjt, Manilal Kothari has shown what can be done in the
direction by specialists. In view of his success in inducing some
of those who have already paid to double and even to quadruple
their subscriptions, there as perhaps a possibility of some of the
Others, who have already subscribed, paying a second and sub-
stantial instalment. But, apart from this possibility, there are
schools and colleges left untouched* Will the Principals of these
institutions or the students themselves move, as I was told at the
beginning of the month that they would, as soon as these insti-
tutions were open after the vacation? There are all the Bengal
merchants and traders in the busy centres of Calcutta mostly un-
touched, I could see, when I was taken to some of these shops,
that it was possible to collect, if not the whole sum, at least a
large part of it from these merchants. Again, all the districts have
not yet sent in their returns, nor have the Bengalis from the other
provinces, except in some cases. Will all these friends respond in
good time?

I would like to plead a little for myself. I had hoped to be
able to leave Bengal by the middle of this month. I see no hope
of doing so before the end of the month. I ask for the assistance
of those who revere the memory of Deshbandhu and who are